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FOREWORD 



The Reports of General MacArthur include two volumes being published by the 
Department of the Army in four books reproduced exactly as they were printed by 
General MacArthur’s Tokyo headquarters in 1950, except for the addition of this 
foreword and indexes. Since they were Government property, the general turned over 
to the Department in 1953 these volumes and related source materials. In Army and 
National Archives custody these materials have been available for research although 
they have not been easily accessible. While he lived, General MacArthur was un- 
willing to approve the reproduction and dissemination of the Reports, because. he be- 
lieved they needed further editing and correction of some inaccuracies. His passing 
permits publication but not the correction he deemed desirable. In publishing them, 
the Department of the Army must therefore disclaim any responsibility for their ac- 
curacy. But the Army also recognizes that these volumes have substantial and endur- 
ing value, and it believes the American people are entitled to have them made widely 
available through government publication. 

The preliminary work for compiling the MacArthur volumes began in 1943 
within the G-3 Section of his General Staff, and was carried forward after the war by 
members of the G-2 Section, headed by Maj. Gen. Charles A. Willoughby with Pro- 
fessor Gordon W. Prange, on leave from the University of Maryland, as his principal 
professional assistant. Volume II of the Reports represents the contributions of Jap- 
anese officers employed to tell their story of operations against MacArthur’s forces. 
The very large number of individuals, American and Japanese, who participated in the 
compilation and editing of the Reports would make a complete listing of contributors 
relatively meaningless. 

Volume I narrates the operations of forces under General MacArthur’s command 
from the Japanese attack on Luzon in 1941 through the surrender in 1945. While 
service histories have covered much of the same ground in separate volumes, no single 
detailed narrative of General MacArthur’s leadership as commander of the Southwest 
Pacific Area has yet appeared. Chapters dealing with the reconquest of Borneo, 
plans for the invasion of Japan, and the Japanese surrender make a distinctly new 
contribution. Volume I Supplement describes the military phase of the occupation 
through December 1948, reporting events not treated elsewhere in American publica- 
tions. Volume II on Japanese operations brings together a mass of information on 
the enemy now only partially available in many separate works. Collectively, the 
Reports should be of wide interest and value to the American people generally, as well 
as to students of military affairs. They are an illuminating record of momentous 
events influenced in large measure by a distinguished American soldier. 



Washington, D.C. 
January 1966 



Harold K. Johnson 
General, United States Army 
Chief of Staff 



in 




FOREWORD TO THE 1994 EDITION 



I determined for several reasons to republish General MacArthur’s reports to 
commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of World War II. First, the Reports of General 
MacArthur still stand as a detailed account from MacArthur’s perspective of his opera- 
tions against the Japanese in the Southwest Pacific Area. Second, the Reports offer a 
unique Japanese version of their operations in the Southwest Pacific that remains one 
of the few English-language descriptions of Imperial Army campaigns during World 
War II. Third, excellent illustrations, many of them original artwork commissioned for 
the Reports, plus superb maps give these volumes an enduring value for military histo- 
rians and the American public. Finally, while General MacArthur remains a towering 
figure in American historiography, the passage of fifty years has dimmed the contribu- 
tions of the U.S. Army units that first checked the Japanese southward advance in 
Papua New Guinea, then spearheaded the counteroffensive along the north New 
Guinea coastline that enabled MacArthur to make good his promise to return to the 
Philippines. The veterans of these campaigns, both men and women, deserve to be 
remembered for their contributions to the Nation in its time of greatest peril. These 
are General MacArthur’s Reports, but they are also his testament to the American sol- 
diers who served under his command. 



Washington, D.C. 
31 January 1994 



Harold W. Nelson 
Brigadier General, USA 
Chief of Military History 



IV 




PREFACE 



This volume parallels the record of Allied operations in the SWPA from the 
Defense of Luzon, 8 December 1941, to the Surrender Negotiations in Manila, 15 
August 1945. It is the Japanese official record, contained in operational monographs 
furnished by the Japanese Demobilization Bureaux, the successors to the former War 
and Navy Ministries, developed by Officers of the Japanese Imperial Headquarters, 
Tokyo, and on the Staffs of major Japanese Commanders in the field. Like Volume I, 
the material is thus presented by eye witnesses to events, and is supported by official 
documentary evidence. 

It is a record of bitter resistance and tenacious fighting by a first-class Army and 
Navy, led by Diplomats and Military Politicians through the holocaust of national 
destruction, an Army that was steeped in medieval cruelty, but fought with the most 
modern technical skill and savage valor, until superior skill and equal valor broke the 
spell of the Samurai and the legend of an invincible Empire. 



Douglas Mac Arthur 
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IMPERIAL RESCRIPT 



We, by grace of heaven, Emperor of Japan, seated on the Throne of a line unbroken for ages 
eternal, enjoin upon ye, Our loyal and brave subjects : 

We hereby declare war on the United States of America and the British Empire. The men 
and officers of Our army and navy shall do their utmost in prosecuting the war, Our public servants 
of various departments shall perform faithfully and diligently their appointed tasks, and all other 
subjects of Ours shall pursue their respective duties ; the entire nation with a united will shall 
mobilize their total strength so that nothing will miscarry in the attainment of our war aims. 

To insure the stability of East Asia and to contribute to world peace is the far-sighted policy 
which was formulated by Our Great Illustrious Imperial Grandsire and our Great Imperial Sire suc- 
ceeding Him, and which We lay constantly to heart. To cultivate friendship among nation and 
to enjoy prosperity in common with all nations has always been the guiding principle of Our 
Empire’s foreign policy. It has been truly unavoidable and far from Our wishes that Our Empire 
has now been brought to cross swords with America and Britain. More than four years have passed 
since China, failing to comprehend the true intentions of Our Empire, and recklessly courting 
trouble, disturbed the peace of East Asia and compelled Our Empire to take up arms. Although 
there has been re-established the National Government of China, with which Japan has effected 
neighbourly intercourse and co-operation, the regime which has survived at Chungking, relying upon 
American and British protection, still continues its fratricidal opposition. Eager for the realization 
of their inordinate ambition to dominate the Orient, both America and Britain, giving support to 
the Chungking regime in the name of peace, have aggravated the disturbances in East Asia. 
Moreover, these two Powers, inducing other countries to follow suit, increased military preparations 
on all sides of Our Empire to challenge us. They have obstructed by every means our peaceful 
commerce, and finally resorted to a direct severance of economic relations, menacing gravely the 
existence of Our Empire. Patiently have We waited and long have We endured, in the hope 
that Our Government might retrieve the situation in peace. But our adversaries, showing not the 
least spirit of conciliation, have unduly delayed a settlement ; and in the meantime, they have 
intensified economic and military pressure to compel thereby Our Empire to submission. This 
trend of affairs would, if left unchecked, not only nullify Our Empire’s efforts of many years for 
the sake of the stabilization of East Asia, but also endanger the very existence of Our nation. The 
situation being such as it is, Our Empire for its existence and self-defense has no other recourse 
but to appeal to arms and to crush every obstacle in its path. 

The hallowed spirits of Our Imperial Ancestors guarding Us from above, We rely upon the 
loyalty and courage of Our subjects in Our confident expectation that the task bequeathed by 
Our Forefathers will be carried forward, and that the sources of evil will be speedily eradicated and 
an enduring peace immutably established in East Asia, preserving thereby the glory of Our Empire. 

The 8th day of the 12th month of the 16th year of Showa 



Signature 
TOJO, Hideki 
HASHIDA. Kunihiko 
SUZUKI. Teiichi 
INO. Sekiya 
KOIZUMI. Chikahiko 
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HATTA, Yoshiaki 
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